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maintenance, there are a lot of en-
hancements needed to serve the grow-
ing public use of the forest. I just want
to thank the committee and all those
for bringing this forward and ask my
colleagues to pass this legislation. It is
good government.

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3514, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 3514, the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF NA-
TIVE AMERICAN INDIANS IN THE
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 306)
honoring the service of Native Amer-
ican Indians in the United States
Armed Forces, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 306

Whereas American Indians have served
with distinction in the United States Armed
Forces and in military actions for more than
200 years;

Whereas the courage, determination, and
fighting spirit of American Indians were
strengths recognized and valued by Amer-
ican military leaders;

Whereas nearly 190,000 American Indian
veterans have fought for the United States
in the struggle for freedom and peace, often
in a percentage well above their percentage
of the population of the United States as a
whole;

Whereas the Elders of the American Indian
Society have proclaimed that official rec-
ognition of the military service of American
Indians would help engender a sense of self-
esteem and pride in American Indians;

Whereas, although November 11, Veterans
Day, marks a day of observance for all vet-
erans who served in the Armed Forces, the
establishment of a specific National Amer-
ican Indian Veterans Day would honor the
service of American Indians in the Armed
Forces; and

Whereas November 7, a date during the an-
nual National American Indian Heritage
Month, would be an appropriate day to es-
tablish as National American Indian Vet-
erans Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—
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(1) honors the service of American Indians
in the Armed Forces;

(2) recommends the establishment of a Na-
tional American Indian Veterans Day;

(3) encourages all Americans to learn
about the history of the service of American
Indians in the Armed Forces; and

(4) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies, activities, and programs to dem-
onstrate their support for American Indian
veterans.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. COLE) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
concurrent resolution under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Concurrent Resolution 306, a
resolution that honors the service of
Native Americans in the Armed Forces
of the United States. As a proud mem-
ber of the Chickasaw Nation, it is a
great honor for me to speak in tribute
of the thousands of Native Americans
who have worn the uniform of the
United States or served in the ranks of
our military throughout our history.
As the heirs of their own proud warrior
traditions that precede the founding of
the United States, Native Americans
have made notable contributions to the
Armed Forces of our country from its
very inception.
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Even in the 19th century, an era of
conflict between Indian nations and
the United States, Native Americans
could be found serving in and with our
military. Native Americans fought
with Andrew Jackson at the Battle of
New Orleans. A Native American was a
member of General Grant’s staff at Ap-
pomattox. And Indian scouts played a
critical role throughout the wars on
the American Plains.

In the 20th century, Choctaw Indians
from Oklahoma were used as Code
Talkers in the trenches of Europe dur-
ing the First World War. In World War
II, the Comanche Code Talkers from
the district I represent in Oklahoma
sent the first messages on D-Day. And
of course the Navajo Code Talkers who
fought and died on the other side of the
world helped turn the tide of war in the
Pacific.

Two of the five Native American Con-
gressional Medal of Honor recipients
are from my home State of Oklahoma.
Jack C. Montgomery, a Cherokee; and
Ernest Childers, a Creek, served our
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country with great distinction. More
recently, my fellow Chickasaw, Com-
mander John Herrington, became the
first Native American astronaut. Even
now he is training in Russia for his
next mission.

But, Mr. Speaker, not all Native
American soldiers are scouts, Code
Talkers, Medal of Honor recipients, or
astronauts. Most serve in the ranks
and at the same jobs as their fellow
Americans. I think of my uncle who
joined the Navy, fought in the Phil-
ippines, and endured 3% years in Japa-
nese prison camps during World War II.
Or my brother, John Cole Jr., who fol-
lowed my father, a career Air Force
noncommissioned officer, and enlisted
in the United States Air Force during
the Vietnam era. They are typical of
the thousands of American Indians who
have served our country in times of
peril.

That tradition of service continues
today. Native Americans volunteer for
military service at a higher rate than
any other racial or ethnic group in
America. This concurrent resolution
which honors their gallant service
comes as we celebrate the opening of
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of
the American Indian. That institution
honors the rich history and enormous
contributions made by the First Amer-
icans to all Americans.

I congratulate the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. RENZI), the proud son of a
career officer and a former member of
the Defense Department who rep-
resents thousands of Native Americans,
for his fine work on this concurrent
resolution. And I encourage all my col-
leagues to join him in honoring the
outstanding Native American warriors
who have served our country in peace
and war.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 306, introduced by the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. RENZI). I would like
to recognize the gentleman from Ari-
zona for his efforts to bring forward
this resolution honoring the service of
Native American Indians in the United
States Armed Forces. I also wish to
recognize the gentleman from OKla-
homa (Mr. COLE), my colleague on the
House Committee on Armed Services,
for his support of this bill. We thank
him for that.

For over 200 years, Native American
Indians have distinguished themselves
in military action. Most Americans
would be surprised to learn that since
the founding of our country, Native
American Indians have made substan-
tial contributions to our Nation’s de-
fense.
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